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1 Introduction	

1.1 Scope	
This	Regulation	defines	the	concepts	and	principles	of	studies,	examination	and	assessment	
at	Åbo	Akademi	University.	The	Regulation	applies	to	all	forms	of	study,	examination	and	
assessment	within	Åbo	Akademi	University's	educational	responsibility	except	as	defined	
separately	in	the	Regulation	on	Doctoral	Studies	at	Åbo	Akademi	University.	
	
The	 Regulation	 on	 Studies,	 Examination	 and	 Assessment	 is	 subordinate	 to	 the	
Administrative	 Instruction	 for	 Åbo	 Akademi	 University	 and	 Instruction	 on	 Degrees	 and	
Studies.	The	Regulation	is	supplemented	by	procedures	within	the	scope	of	this	Regulation.	
Overall	 responsibility	 for	 studies,	 examinations	 and	 assessment	 is	 specified	 in	 the	
Administrative	Instruction	for	Åbo	Akademi	University,	the	Regulation	on	Management	and	
Delegation,	Regulation	on	Operational	Management	and	other	provisions	on	responsibility,	
including	position	descriptions.		
	

1.2 Practical	application	of	the	Regulation	
The	Rector	issues	the	regulations	and	procedures	governing	overall	principles	and	concepts	
in	studies,	examinations	and	assessment.	Together	with	procedures,	this	Regulation	forms	
part	of	the	Åbo	Akademi	University	operational	management	model.	Procedures	related	to	
the	 Regulation	 on	 Studies,	 Examinations	 and	 Assessment,	 procedures	 specify	 specify	
responsibilities,	set	out	guidelines	and	approaches	for	operations	and	activities	within	the	
scope	of	the	Regulation.	
	

2 Principles	for	participation	in	studies	and	teaching	

2.1 Right	to	study	and	duration	of	studies	
In	 order	 to	 study,	 the	 student	must	 have	 an	 active	 right	 to	 study	 and	 be	 registered	 as	
present.	Students	are	assigned	a	student	number	for	each	new	right	to	study.	The	student	
number	links	the	student	to	the	right	to	study	for	which	they	were	accepted	to	Åbo	Akademi	
University,	i.e.	a	right	to	study	for	a	Bachelor's	degree,	for	both	a	Bachelor’s	and	a	Master's	
degree,	for	a	Master's	degree	or	for	other	studies.		
	
For	students	who	were	granted	a	right	to	study	for	degrees	completed	on	or	after	1	August	
2005,	the	provisions	of	the	Universities	Act	limit	the	duration	of	studies	for	Bachelor's	and	
Master's	degrees.	At	the	end	of	the	normative	duration	of	studies,	students	may	request	an	
extension	if	they	have	been	absent	for	legal	reasons,	but	have	not	explained	the	reason	for	
their	absence.	A	student	who	has	not	completed	their	degree	within	the	period	specified	in	
the	Universities	Act,	including	extensions,	shall	lose	their	right	to	study	and	be	required	to	
apply	for	additional	study	time	in	order	to	complete	their	degree.		
	
Students	who	complete	their	studies	within	a	programme	leading	to	a	degree,	but	have	a	
different	right	to	study	than	for	a	Bachelor's	degree,	for	a	Bachelor's	and	a	Master's	degree	
or	for	a	Master's	degree,	are	not	covered	by	the	provisions	of	the	Universities	Act	concerning	
limited	study	time.		
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2.2 Individual	study	plan	and	study	planning	
The	individual	study	plan	is	the	student’s	personal	study	plan,	which	is	to	be	drawn	up	by	
the	student	each	year.	The	study	plan	is	drawn	up	using	the	study	planning	tool.		
	
Each	degree	student	is	assigned	a	teacher	tutor.	The	task	of	the	teacher	tutor	is	to	support	
study	planning	and	promote	the	student’s	ability	to	engage	with	the	academic	community	
and	develop	their	identity	as	an	expert.		
	
Students	who	 are	 part	 of	 a	 Sports	 Academy	 and	 have	 concluded	 an	 agreement	 on	 elite	
athlete	status	with	Åbo	Akademi	University	shall,	if	necessary,	be	given	the	opportunity	for	
flexible	study	and	examination	arrangements	to	help	with	realising	a	dual	career.	
	

2.3 Extension	of	the	right	to	study	for	extra	study	time	
The	Director	of	Education	Services	may	grant	an	extension	of	the	right	to	study	for	extra	
study	time	when	a	student	who	has	used	up	their	study	time	applies	for	it.	The	application	
shall	include	a	goal-oriented	and	feasible	plan	for	the	completion	of	studies.	If	the	student	
has	a	right	to	study	for	both	a	Bachelor's	and	a	Master's	degree	and	the	Bachelor's	degree	
has	not	been	completed	within	the	period	of	study	time	allowed	by	law,	the	plan	shall	focus	
primarily	on	completing	the	Bachelor's	degree.	
	
The	plan	to	complete	degree	studies	must		

- specify	the	studies	remaining	according	to	the	degree	requirements	and	a	timetable	
to	complete	them	

- cover	at	 least	45	credits	per	academic	year	(or	the	remaining	credits	required	to	
complete	the	degree)	for	a	full-time	student	

- contain	only	studies	that	can	form	part	of	the	degree	to	be	completed	
- take	 into	 account	 provisions	 concerning	when	 studies	 become	 obsolete	 and	 the	

replacement	of	obsolete	studies.	
	
When	granting	extra	study	time,	the	following	items	concerning	the	student’s	life	situation	
are	taken	into	consideration	

- illness	or	difficult	life	situation	
- social	engagement	during	studies	
- participation	in	international	student	exchanges	and	internships	
- systematic	training	for	elite	sports	
- any	other	particularly	significant	reason.	

	
Extra	study	time	is	always	granted	for	a	certain	amount	of	time	in	each	case.	When	a	student	
asks	 for	extra	study	 time	 for	 the	 first	 time,	4	 terms	are	always	granted	unless	 there	are	
particular	reasons	for	rejecting	the	application.	The	student	has	the	opportunity	to	ask	for	
extra	study	time	again	if	4	terms	is	insufficient.	Students	enrolled	as	absent	consume	the	
additional	study	time	granted	in	the	same	way	as	when	enrolled	as	present.	
	
Processing	the	application	for	extra	study	time	is	subject	to	a	 fee	under	the	Government	
Decree	on	Fees	for	University	Services	 .	The	application	for	extra	study	time	can	only	be	
processed	 once	 the	 processing	 fee	 is	 paid.	 The	 processing	 fee	 is	 charged	 regardless	 of	
whether	extra	 study	 time	 is	granted	or	not.	The	 fee	 shall	not	be	 refunded	 if	 the	 student	
withdraws	a	request	that	is	admissible.	
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A	student	who	has	been	granted	extra	study	time,	but	has	not	enrolled	for	the	academic	year	
within	the	prescribed	for	the	term	during	which	the	study	right	expired,	shall	request	re-
entry.	Re-entry	is	subject	to	a	fee.	If,	at	the	same	time,	the	student	applies	for	both	extral	
study	time	and	re-entry	for	the	same	study	right,	only	one	processing	fee	shall	be	charged	
in	accordance	with	common	national	practice.	
	
The	student	may	make	a	request	for	rectification	of	a	negative	decision	on	extra	study	time	
in	accordance	with	the	instructions	attached	to	the	decision.	
	

3 Concepts	and	principles	of	studies,	programmes	and	degree	structures	

3.1 Basic	studies,	intermediate	studies	and	advanced	studies	
Studies	 at	 Åbo	 Akademi	 University	 within	 degree-oriented	 education,	 specialisation	
education,	contract	education,	studies	for	a	required	qualification,	continuous	and	lifelong	
learning,	continuing	education,	and	open	university	education	are	carried	out	at	different	
levels	 in	 subj,	 entities	 corresponding	 to	 subj	 or	 comparable	 study	 entities.	 The	 scope	of	
studies	at	different	levels	is	determined	by	the	structure	of	a	degree	programme	or	a	study	
entity.	
	
The	level	of	the	studies	is	defined	as	follows:	
	
Basic	studies	
The	 aim	 of	 basic	 studies	 is	 to	 enable	 students	 to	 gain	 a	 familiarity	 with	 theoretical	
foundations	and	to	follow	developments	in	the	field	of	science.	Basic	studies	do	not	usually	
require	prior	knowledge.		
	
Intermediate	studies	
The	aim	of	intermediate	studies	is	to	enable	students	to	develop	knowledge	of	key	issues	in	
the	 field	 of	 science,	 the	 ability	 to	 think	 scientifically	 and	 the	 ability	 to	 use	 acquired	
knowledge	 in	 working	 life.	 In	 many	 cases,	 intermediate	 studies	 may	 require	 basic	 or	
equivalent	prior	knowledge.		
	
Advanced	studies	
The	aim	of	in-depth	studies	is	to	enable	students	to	deepen	their	knowledge	in	a	given	field	
of	science	and	further	develop	the	analytical	skills	they	have	acquired	through	a	Bachelor's	
degree	or	equivalent,	their	ability	to	use	scientific	knowledge	and	methods,	and	their	ability	
to	act	as	experts	in	working	life	in	a	way	that	advances	the	field.	The	aim	of	advanced	studies	
is	also	to	enable	students	to	apply	for	postgraduate	education	in	a	given	field	of	science.			
	

3.2 Degree	programmes	
A	degree	programme	is	a	level-based	competence-providing	educational	entity	consisting	
of	 study	 entities	 and	 courses	 offered	 within	 several	 major	 subj	 and	 units.	 A	 degree	
programme	 leads	 to	a	Bachelor's	degree,	both	a	Bachelor's	 and	a	Master's	degrees,	or	a	
Master's	 degree	 depending	 on	 the	 defined	 admission	 model.	 Degree	 programmes	 have	
defined	learning	objectives.	The	Department	Council	appoints	Heads	of	Programme	to	the	
department	degree	programmes.	
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A	 degree	 programme	 leading	 to	 a	 Bachelor's	 degree	 is	 called	 a	 Bachelor’s	 programme.	
Bachelor’s	programmes	are	usually	given	in	Swedish.	For	specific	reasons,	the	Vice-Rector	
for	Education	may	decide	that	a	Bachelor’s	programme	can	be	given	in	English.	
	
A	 degree	 programme	 leading	 to	 a	 Master's	 degree	 is	 called	 a	 Master’s	 programme.	 A	
Master's	programme	can	be	

- a	Master’s	programme	taught	 in	Swedish,	which	 is	 linked	to	a	defined	Bachelor’s	
degree	at	Åbo	Akademi	University	so	that	the	right	to	study	may	be	given	directly	
without	separate	admissions	process	

- an	 International	 Master’s	 Programme,	 which	 is	 given	 in	 a	 language	 other	 than	
Swedish	or	Finnish	and	is	subject	to	a	fee	under	the	Universities	Act	

- a	Joint	Master's	Degree	Programme,	which	is:	given	in	cooperation	with	one	or	more	
higher	education	institutions;	regulated	by	cooperation	agreements;	subject	to	a	fee	
(if	students	are	required	by	law);	and	has	a	separate	admissions	process	

- a	Double	Degree	Master's	Programme,	which	is:	given	in	cooperation	with	one	or	
more	higher	education	institutions;	regulated	by	cooperation	agreements;	subject	
to	a	fee	(if	students	are	required	by	law);	and	has	a	separate	admissions	process	

	

3.3 Components	of	the	degree	programme	
A	degree	programme	consists	of	

- main	 subject	 studies	 in	 a	 subject,	 a	 study	 entity	 equivalent	 to	 a	 subject	 or	
comparable	study	entities	

- minor	 subject	 studies	 in	 a	 subject,	 a	 study	 entity	 equivalent	 to	 a	 subject	 or	
comparable	study	entities	

- other	studies	
- language	studies	and	communication	based	on	the	degree	requirements	
- internships.	

	
The	components	of	the	degree	programme	are	defined	as	follows:	
	
Main	subject	studies	
The	main	subject	in	a	degree	programme	is	a	subject,	a	study	entity	equivalent	to	a	subject	
or	a	comparable	study	entity.	Within	the	main	subject,	a	student	shall	be	able	to	complete	
basic	 and	 intermediate	 studies	 and	 at	 least	 60	 credits	 of	 advanced	 studies,	 including	 a	
Master's	thesis.		
	
Minor	studies		
Minor	studies	in	a	degree	programme	includes	25	credits	(short	minor)	or	60	credits	(long	
minor,	including	at	least	35	credits	in	intermediate	studies)	in	one	or	more	subj.		
	
Other	studies	
Other	studies	in	a	degreeprogramme	include	studies	completed	by	students	to	develop	their	
general	academic	study	skills	and	elective	studies.	Elective	studies	may	consist	of	any	course	
or	study	entity	that	students	complete	within	at	higher	education	level.	Elective	studies	may	
also	 be	 recognised	 prior	 learning	 demonstrated	 through	 non-formal	 learning	 that	
corresponds	 to	 or	 is	 comparable	 to	 the	 learning	 objective	 of	 a	 course	 or	 study	 entity	
completed	at	higher	education	level.	The	level	shall	correspond	to	at	least	basic	studies	at	
Åbo	Akademi	University.	
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Studies	in	languages	and	communication	
Language	 and	 communication	 studies	 in	 a	 degree	 programme	 are	 the	 language	 studies,	
language	exams	or	 language	tests	necessary	for	a	student	to	demonstrate	that	they	have	
acquired	the	language	proficiency	required	to	meet	the	degree	requirements	in	accordance	
with	 the	 Åbo	 Akademi	 University	 Instruction	 on	 Degrees	 and	 Studies.	 Language	 and	
communication	studies	also	include	studies,	language	consultation	and	language	responses	
that	support	oral	and	written	communication,	including	academic	writing.	
	
Internships	
Internships	 can	 be	 optional	 or	 compulsory.	 Optional	 internships	 are	 relevant	 work	
placements	 completed	before	 or	 after	 admission	 to	 studies.	 Compulsory	 internships	 are	
relevant	work	placements	or	other	internships	defined	as	compulsory	studies	in	the	degree	
programme.	Compulsory	internships	are	always	included	in	a	degree	programme	leading	
to	 a	 specific	 professional	 qualification,	 where	 internships	 of	 a	 certain	 scope	 and/or	
orientation	 are	 a	 prerequisite	 for	 obtaining	 a	 required	 qualification.	 Language	 study	
programmes	include	a	compulsory	language	practice	in	the	target	language.	
	

3.4 Degree	structures	
For	all	degree-oriented	education,	specialisation	education,	contract	education	and	studies	
for	 a	 required	 qualification,	 the	 Education	 Council	 decides	 on	 a	 degree	 structure	 that	
determines	the	name,	scope	and	level	of	the	education	according	to	the	Government	Decree	
on	the	National	Framework	for	Qualifications	and	Other	Competence	Modules		The	degree	
structure	of	an	education	is	approved	for	a	period	of	three	years,	but	if	necessary,	 lesser	
revisions	can	take	place	annually.	
	
The	degree	structure	defines	the	structure	of	the	education,	including	the	scope	and	level	of	
the	components.	Courses	that	must	be	included	in	the	degree	and	cannot	be	excluded	are	
defined	as	compulsory	in	the	degree	structure.	Courses	from	another	educational	institution	
may	 be	 included	 provided	 that	 the	 level	 corresponds	 to	 at	 least	 basic	 studies	 at	 Åbo	
Akademi	University.	
	
The	 minimum	 degree	 structure	 requirements	 for	 Bachelor's	 degrees	 (180	 credits)	
(Bachelor’s	programmes)	includes	

- main	subject	studies	at	the	basic	studies	level	(at	least	25	credits)	
- main	subject	studies	at	the	intermediate	studies	level	(at	least	35	credits),	including	

the	thesis	project	(10	credits	)	and	studies	in	scientific	methodology	(5	credits)	
- minor	and	other	studies	(at	least	10	credits),	including	a	course	in	academic	study	

skills	(5	credits)	and	elective	studies	(at	least	5	credits)	
- language	and	communication	studies	(at	least	15	credits),	including	studies	in	the	

second	national	language	(5	credits),	studies	in	a	foreign	language	(5	credits)	and	
studies	in	academic	writing	(5	credits).	

	
The	minimum	degree	 structure	 requirements	 for	Master's	 degrees	 (120	or	 150	 credits)	
(Master’s	programmes)	includes	

- main	subject	studies	at	the	advanced	studies	level	(at	least	60	credits),	including	the	
thesis	project	(30	credits)	and	related	seminars	or	courses	(10	credits)	

- main	and	minor	subject	 studies	and	other	 studies	 (at	 least	45	credits),	 including	
elective	studies	(at	least	5	credits).	
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The	 minimum	 degree	 structure	 requirements	 for	 Master's	 degrees	 (60	 or	 90	 credits)	
(Master’s	programmes	arranged	through	international	co-operation)	includes	

- at	 least	 30	 credits	 in	 advanced	 studies,	 including	 the	 thesis	 project	 (at	 least	 20	
credits)	for	a	Masters’	programme	with	60	credits	

- at	 least	 45	 credits	 in	 advanced	 studies,	 including	 the	 thesis	 project	 (at	 least	 30	
credits)	for	a	Masters’	programme	with	90	credits.	

	
Education	that	includes	studies	for	a	required	qualification	cannot	be	provided	as	Master’s	
programmes	arranged	through	international	cooperation	with	a	scope	of	60	or	90	credits.		
	
The	degree	structure	for	joint	Masters’	programmes	with	other	universities	is	established	
under	 an	 agreement,	 taking	 into	 consideration	 the	 Government	 Decree	 on	 University	
Degrees	and	Professional	Specialisation	Programmes.	
	
A	degree	structure	may	include	study	entities	in	the	form	of	modules	comprising	20	credits	
(4	courses	worth	5	credits).		
	
Each	Bachelor’s	and	Master’s	programme	shall	approve	at	least	5	credits	for	student	activity	
(position	of	trust/acting	as	a	student	tutor)	or	a	relevant	work	placement	completed	before	
or	during	studies	(compulsory	or	optional	internship).	Student	activity	includes	positions	
of	trust	at	Åbo	Akademi	University,	board	membership	in	bodies	that	develop	university	
education	 and	 serving	 as	 a	 student	 tutor.	 There	 may	 be	 exceptions	 in	 education	 that	
includes	studies	for	a	required	qualification,	in	which	the	degree	structure	is	limited	by	the	
qualification	requirements.	
	

3.5 Head	of	Subject	(HoS)	and	Head	of	Subject	Cluster	(HoSC)	
In	each	subject,	i.e.	both	those	which	are	main	subj	(120	credits)	or	only	minor	subj	(25-60	
credits),	there	is	a	Head	of	Subject	who	oversees	and	develops	teaching	and	research	in	the	
subject.	A	subject	cluster	may	consist	of	several	subj.	A	full	professor	or	an	acting	professor	
(associate	 professor,	 head	 of	 research)	whose	 employment	 extends	 beyond	 the	 term	 of	
office	is	appointed	by	the	Department	Council	to	serve	a	two-year	term.	The	Head	of	Subject	
for	a	minor	subject	or	other	equivalent	study	attainment	may	also	be	appointed	as	a	docent	
in	the	subject	or	a	related	subject.	
	
The	Head	of	Subject	or	Head	of	Subject	Cluster	oversees	the	teaching	and	research	staff	and	
serves	in	an	administrative	capacity	within	their	subject/subject	cluster.	In	a	subject	cluster,	
the	different	subj	may	jointly	form	a	council,	whose	composition	and	tasks	are	laid	down	in	
a	 regulation	 approved	 by	 the	 Rector.	 The	 Head	 of	 Subject	 or	 Head	 of	 Subject	 Cluster	
convenes	a	meeting	between	teachers	and	students	at	least	once	a	term.	
	
The	Head	of	Subject	Cluster	oversees	the	overall	administrative	tasks	of	subject	cluster.	
	
The	tasks	of	Heads	of	Subject/Heads	of	Subject	Clusters	in	education	for	Bachelor's	degrees,	
for	both	a	Bachelor's	and	a	Master’s	degree,	and	Master's	degrees	include	the	preparation	
of	the	three-year	curricula	by:	

- assigning	individual	teachers	or	a	group	to	formulate	a	course	description	for	each	
course	in	the	subject	

- determining	 which	 teacher(s)	 will	 hold	 the	 respective	 course	 and	 approve	 the	
preliminary	work	plans	of	the	teachers	

- holding	discussions	with	teachers	based	on	the	outcome	of	the	course	evaluations	
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- decide	on	the	subject’s	examination	
- appointing	 supervisors	 and	 examiners	 for	 theses	 for	 Bachelor's	 and	 Master's	

degrees	as	well	as	teacher	tutors.	
	

3.6 Head	of	Bachelor’s	Programme	(HoBP)	and	Head	of	Master’s	Programme	
(HoMP)	

Each	degree	programme	has	a	Head	of	Bachelor’s	Programme	(HoBP)	within	the	part	of	the	
degree	programme	that	 leads	to	a	Bachelor's	degree	and	a	Head	of	Master’s	Programme	
(HoMP)	within	 the	part	of	 the	degree	programme	that	 leads	 to	a	Master's	degree.	These	
heads	are	appointed	by	the	Department	Council	 to	serve	a	two-year	term.	The	eligibility	
requirement	 for	 a	 Head	 of	 Bachelor’s	 Programme	 is	 at	 least	 a	 doctoral	 degree	 and	
pedagogical	competence.	The	eligibility	requirement	for	a	Head	of	Master’s	Programme	is	
at	 least	docent	 and	pedagogical	 competence.	The	Head	of	Department	 and	 the	Heads	of	
Programme	agree	on	the	working	time	allocation.	The	Head	of	Department	is	the	superior	
to	or	appoints	a	superior	to	the	person	appointed	as	Head	of	Programme.	
	
The	 tasks	 of	 the	 Heads	 of	 Programme	 in	 education	 for	 a	 Bachelor's	 degrees,	 both	 a	
Bachelor's	and	a	Master's	degree,	and	a	Master's	degree	include		

- preparing	educational	programme	plans	relating	to	degree	structures	and	annual	
teaching	plans	to	be	addressed	by	the	Department	Council,	based	on	the	decisions	
of	the	Education	Council	on	the	bases	for	educational	and	annual	planning	

- implement	the	Education	Council’s	decision	on	the	educational	plan	by	
coordinating	the	curricula	for	each	study	year	of	a	degree	programme	and	
coordinating	teaching	and	examination	in	consultation	with	Education	Services	
and	Research	Services	

- as	the	person	responsible	for	entrance	examinations,	initiating	preparation	of	the	
entrance	examination	questions,	appointing	examiners	and	responsible	persons	for	
the	entrance	examinations	when	admission	is	not	carried	out	within	the	common	
national	admission	process	with	entrance	examinations	at	a	national	level	

- using	 student	 feedback	 by	 analysing	 its	 results	 in	 consultation	 with	 Heads	 of	
Subject,	 teachers	 and	 students,	 and	 suggesting	 improvements	 in	 teaching	 to	 the	
Department	Council.	

	

4 Concepts	and	principles	of	study	attainments	

4.1 Study	attainment	
Study	attainments	are	the	work	done	by	the	student	that	earns	,	such	as	a	course	completed	
by	a	student	and	assessed	separately.	The	study	attainment	 is	 the	result	of	an	approved	
formal	examination	of	acquired	knowledge	and	skills.		
	
A	partial	study	attainment	is	the	examined	part	of	a	course	or	equivalent	work	done	by	the	
student	that	earns	credits.	A	partial	study	attainment	may	be	assessed	with	a	grade	or	score.		
	
The	basis	for	measuring	higher	education	studies	is	a	credit.	One	(1)	credit	corresponds	to	
27	hours	of	work	A	year	of	full-time	studies	corresponds	to	60	credits,	or	approximately	
1,600	hours.	
	



	

Åbo	Akademi	University	//	Tuomiokirkontori	3,	FI-20500	TURKU	//	Phone:	+358	(0)2	215	31	//	abo.fi	
	 9	

4.2 Courses	
A	course	 is	a	completed	study	attainment	 included	 in	a	study	entity	of	 the	department’s	
teaching	plan	and	curriculum,	e.g.	an	entity	consisting	of	basic	studies	in	a	subject.	The	scope	
of	a	course	is	measured	in	credits.	A	course	always	has	learning	objectives	that	describe	the	
core	content	of	the	course	and	the	competences	and	knowledge	that	students	are	expected	
to	demonstrate	after	completing	and	passing	the	course.	The	learning	objectives	serve	as	
written	assessment	criteria	for	the	lowest	passing	grade.	
	
A	course	version	is	a	defined	approach	for	how	and	when	a	given	course	can	be	conducted	
over	a	defined	period	of	time	during	the	academic	year.	If	a	course	is	offered	multiple	times	
during	the	academic	year,	each	time	constitutes	a	unique	course	version	and	students	must	
enrol	in	a	specific	course	version.	
	
Learning	 objectives,	 scope	 and	 other	 basic	 information	 on	 courses,	 including	 course	
descriptions	valid	for	three	years	(study	periods)	and	course	versions	relevant	for	a	given	
academic	 year,	 can	 be	 found	 in	 information	 presented	 in	 the	 Study	 Guide.	 The	 course	
description	in	the	Study	Guide	is	binding.	Any	disputes	arising	from	course	information	shall	
be	resolved	on	the	basis	of	the	course	description	presented	in	the	Study	Guide.	
	
Students	 in	all	 courses	have	 the	opportunity	 to	give	 feedback	on	 the	quality	of	 teaching.	
Teachers	 responsible	 for	 the	 course	 are	 responsible	 for	 evaluating	 it.	 The	 feedback	 is	
monitored	and	used	to	develop	education	and	teaching.	
	

4.3 Course	format	
The	course	format	describes	how	students	can	complete	a	course.	The	course	format	can	be	
found	in	the	course	description	in	the	Study	Guide.		
	
The	following	course	formats	are	available:	
	
Contact	teaching	
The	 course	 is	 basically	 bound	 to	 certain	 times	 and	places.	 If	 a	 student	wishes	 to	 attend	
lectures,	they	shall	be	present	at	a	specific	time	and	place.	As	a	rule,	students	are	not	able	to	
participate	in	teaching	online	or	view	recorded	lectures	afterwards.	The	course	may	require	
compulsory	attendance	at	specific	times	and	places	due	to	the	selected	type	of	examination.	
	
Blended	teaching	
The	 course	 is	 basically	 bound	 to	 specific	 times	 and,	 in	 part,	 specific	 places.	 If	 a	 student	
wishes	to	participate	in	all	teaching,	they	shall	be	present	at	a	specific	time	and/or	place.	
Students	are	not	guaranteed	the	possibility	of	participating	in	online	teaching	or	viewing	a	
recorded	lecture	afterwards	when	teaching	sessions	are	held	on	campus.	The	course	may	
require	compulsory	attendance	at	specific	times	and/or	places	due	to	the	selected	type	of	
examination.		
	
Hybrid	teaching	
The	course	may	be	bound	to	specific	times,	but	not	to	specific	places.	If	a	student	wishes	to	
attend	lectures,	they	shall	be	present	either	on	campus	or	online	at	a	specific	time	and	place.	
The	 course	 may	 require	 compulsory	 attendance	 at	 specific	 times	 (but	 not	 present	 on	
campus)	due	to	the	selected	type	of	examination.		
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Distance	learning		
The	course	may	be	bound	to	specific	times,	but	not	to	places.	Students	complete	the	entire	
course	 remotely	 and	 no	 campus	 attendance	 is	 required.	 	 The	 course	 may	 require	
compulsory	 attendance	 at	 specific	 times	 (but	not	 present	 at	 a	 specific	 place)	 due	 to	 the	
selected	type	of	examination.		
	
Independent	study	course	
Students	attend	the	course	on	their	own	schedule	within	a	framework	given	by	the	teacher	
responsible	for	the	course.	Teachers	can	offer	a	start	video	meeting	or	other	supervision	
sessions.	The	course	may	require	compulsory	attendance	at	specific	times	and/or	places	
due	to	the	selected	type	of	examination.	
	

4.4 Restrictions	on	course	participation	
A	student	must	register	in	the	study	planning	tool	for	each	course	they	wish	to	take.	If	a	
student	has	not	 completed	a	 course	 registration	within	 the	prescribed	 time,	 the	 teacher	
shall	decide	whether	to	allow	the	student	to	participate	in	the	course.		
	
A	minimum	number	of	participants	is	required	to	hold	a	course.	The	minimum	number	of	
participants	 for	 a	 course	 at	 Åbo	 Akademi	 University	 is	 6.	 If	 the	 minimum	 number	 of	
participants	 in	 a	 compulsory	 course	 is	 not	 reached,	 an	 alternative	 examination	 shall	 be	
arranged.	
	
The	number	of	participants	in	a	course	may	be	limited	if	the	premises,	security	or	teaching	
format	does	not	allow	for	an	unlimited	number	of	participants.	If	the	number	of	participants	
enrolled	exceeds	the	number	that	may	participate,	the	following	order	of	priority	shall	be	
used:	

1) The	course	 is	compulsory	 in	 the	degree	programme	or	study	entity	 in	which	 the	
student	has	the	right	to	study	for	the	current	academic	year.	

2) Order	of	course	registration.	
	
Participation	in	a	course	may	require	the	completion	of	another	course.	Requirements	for	
grades	higher	than	a	passing	grade	are	not	permitted.	Examinations	or	assignments	that	
require	substantial	preparation	by	the	student	before	the	course	start	must	be	included	in	
the	 course	 description	 and	 should	 be	 avoided	 if	 they	 will	 interfere	 with	 the	 final	
examination	for	courses	in	the	preceding	period.	
	
Students	with	elite	athlete	status	have	priority	for	vacancies	in	open	university	courses	and	
other	courses	with	a	limited	number	of	participants	over	other	students	enrolled	as	present	
at	Åbo	Akademi	University.	
	

4.5 Cross-institutional	studies	and	exchange	studies	
Cross-institutional	 studies	 are	 agreed	 courses	 that	 one	 student	 takes	 at	 another	Finnish	
higher	education	institution	within	the	framework	of	their	right	to	study	at	Åbo	Akademi	
University.	 Higher	 education	 institutions	 agree	 on	 the	 conditions	 for	 cross-institutional	
studies.	The	courses	are	registered	within	the	student’s	ongoing	studies	and	the	student	has	
a	limited	right	of	study	at	the	receiving	higher	education	institution.		
	
Exchange	studies	are	courses	and	other	types	of	study	attainments	which	a	student	takes	at	
a	 foreign	 higher	 education	 institution	 in	 the	 framework	 of	 their	 right	 to	 study	 at	 Åbo	
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Akademi	University.	Higher	 education	 institutions	 agree	 on	 the	 conditions	 for	 exchange	
studies.	The	courses	are	credited	within	the	student’s	ongoing	studies	and	the	student	has	
a	limited	right	of	study	at	the	receiving	higher	education	institution.		
	
A	student	wishing	to	participate	in	voluntary	cross-institutional	studies	or	exchange	studies	
must	request	and	have	their	individual	study	plan	approved	by	the	Head	of	Subject	before	
starting	the	studies.	In	addition,	for	exchange	studies,	the	student	must	be	accepted	to	the	
receiving	higher	education	institution.		
	
A	 study	plan	 for	 voluntary	national	mobility	 cannot	be	 approved	 if	most	of	 the	planned	
studies	do	not	fit	into	the	degree.	The	total	number	of	credits	for	cross-institutional	studies	
and	transferred	courses	shall	not	exceed	90	credits	in	a	Bachelor's	degree	and	60	credits	in	
a	Master's	degree.		
	

4.6 Language	tests	and	tests	that	replace	language	courses		
A	student	may	complete	compulsory	language	studies	belonging	to	their	degree	through	a	
course.	In	some	cases,	a	student	can	complete	language	studies	through	a	language	test	or	
at	test	that	replaces	a	language	course.	
	
Language	tests	are	arranged	in	Finnish	as	second	national	language.	Based	on	the	level	of	
language	proficiency,	the	student	can	choose	to	take	the	language	test	or	a	course.	Students	
are	recommended	to	take	a	language	level	test	in	Finnish	to	determine	whether	they	choose	
to	 take	 a	 language	 test	 or	 language	 course.	The	 student	may	 try	 to	 improve	 their	 grade	
during	the	whole	time	as	enrolled	for	studies	for	a	Bachelor’s	or	a	Master’s	degree	at	Åbo	
Akademi	University.		
	
Language	tests	that	replace	language	courses	are	provided	in	Swedish	as	second	national	
language	and	English.	If	the	student	fails	a	language	test,	they	shall	be	required	to	take	the	
corresponding	language	course.	The	student	has	a	one	attempt	for	each	language	test,	and	
they	may	not	improve	their	grade.	To	participate	in	the	language	test	that	replaces	a	course	
in	English	the	student	must	meet	certain	conditions.	
	

4.7 Thesis	project,	thesis	and	maturity	examination	
The	thesis	project	is	a	process	in	which	a	student,	supported	by	an	appointed	supervisor,	
produces	a	thesis	and	takes	a	maturity	examination.	The	thesis	shall	fulfil	scientific	criteria.	
A	 thesis	 for	a	Bachelor's	degree	can	be	called	a	Bachelor’s	 thesis.	A	 thesis	 for	a	Master's	
degree	can	be	called	a	Master’s	thesis.	
	
The	maturity	examination	demonstrates	that	the	student	has	a	good	command	of	the	field	
of	 the	 thesis	 and	 that	 their	 language	 proficiency	 and	 communicative	 skills	 fulfil	 the	
requirements	 laid	 down	 in	 legislation	 and	 set	 by	 Åbo	 Akademi	 University.	 The	 degree	
requirements	 on	 language	 proficiency	 are	 laid	 down	 in	 the	 Åbo	 Akademi	 University	
Instruction	on	Degrees	and	Studies.		
	
The	 practices	 and	 approaches	 for	 theses	 and	maturity	 examinations	 are	 described	 in	 a	
procedure.		
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5 Concepts	and	principles	of	examination	and	assessment	

5.1 Examination		
Examination	 refers	 to	 a	 formal	 examination	 of	 acquired	 knowledge	 and	 its	 uses,	 skills	
and/or	approaches	used.		
	
A	student	shall	be	enrolled	and	registered	as	present	during	the	current	term	to	participate	
in	 an	 examination.	 Upon	 request,	 they	 shall	 present	 a	 valid	 form	 of	 identification	 in	
connection	with	the	examination.	The	right	to	participate	 in	an	examination	for	a	partial	
study	attainment	may	require	that	the	student	has	completed	other	study	attainments.		
	
If	necessary,	individual	examination	arrangements	are	made	for	students	with	special	needs	
in	a	way	that	ensures	completion	of	the	examination.	The	course’s	learning	objectives	form	
the	basis	for	examination	also	in	individual	arrangements.		
	
At	the	student’s	request	and	if	there	are	compelling	reasons,	teachers	responsible	for	the	
course	 shall	 arrange	 examinations	 at	 different	 times	 and/or	 in	 different	 forms	 than	
indicated	in	the	course	description.	Compelling	reasons	include:	the	following	opportunity	
to	complete	a	missing	course	at	the	very	end	of	studies	will	unreasonably	prolong	studies;	
the	time	of	the	examination	conflicts	with	the	student’s	position	of	trust	at	Åbo	Akademi	
University;	or	the	examination	conflicts	with	a	training	camp	or	competition	for	a	student	
with	elite	athlete	status	in	accordance	with	Åbo	Akademi	University’s	certificate	for	an	Elite	
Athlete	Friendly	University.		
	
A	student	shall	be	given	an	additional	opportunity	or	extension	to	complete	the	examination	
assignment	without	delay	if	

- the	student	to	be	examined	has	not	received	an	examination	assignment	
- the	 examination	 could	 not	 be	 held	 due	 to	 unforeseeable	 failures	 in	 systems	

maintained	or	used	by	Åbo	Akademi	University	
- the	examination	was	interrupted	due	to	unforeseeable	circumstances	
- the	submitted	examination	answers	were	lost	by	Åbo	Akademi	University.	

	

5.2 Forms	of	examination	for	courses	
Forms	 of	 examination	 are	 how	 students	 are	 examined	 in	 a	 given	 course.	 The	 form	 of	
examination	to	be	used	is	shown	in	the	course	information.		
	
The	following	overall	forms	of	examinations	include	
	
Written	or	oral	exams	
In	written	or	oral	exams,	individual	students	or	a	group	of	students	answer	given	questions	
in	a	supervised	room	reserved	for	the	exam	(may	also	be	taken	remotely).		Students	taking	
an	exam	may	not	cooperate	with	others	 (i.e.	other	persons	 taking	 the	exam	or,	 in	group	
exams,	other	persons	outside	of	the	group).	Three	exam	dates	are	offered	for	each	partial	
study	attainment,	and	a	student	has	the	right	to	take	the	exam	for	the	same	partial	study	
attainment	on	all	three	dates.	Unless	otherwise	stated,	the	right	to	take	an	exam	shall	apply	
during	the	term	a	given	course	is	held	as	well	as	during	the	following	term,	provided	that	
there	are	exam	dates	available.		
	
Written	or	oral	assignments	
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Written	assignments	are	any	written	work	done	by	a	 student	 individually	or	 in	a	group	
within	a	specified	timeframe	according	to	the	instructions	given	by	the	teacher	responsible	
for	the	course.	Oral	assignments	are	any	oral	presentations	given	by	a	student	individually	
or	in	a	group	within	a	specified	timeframe	according	to	the	instructions	given	by	the	teacher	
responsible	for	the	course.		
	
Continuous	activity	
Continuous	 activity	 refers	 to	 the	 continuous	 assessment	 of	 how	 students	 perform	 their	
given	assignments	and	interact	with	others	 in,	 for	example,	seminars,	 field	work,	clinical	
instruction	and	laboratory	work.	In	this	form	of	examination,	it	is	compulsory	for	students	
to	be	present	at	a	considerable	part	or	all	of	the	teaching	sessions,	such	as	seminars,	in	which	
the	student,	under	the	supervision	of	the	teacher,	presents	their	own	material	and	acts	as	
an	 opponent	 of	 other	 students’	work.	However,	 under	 the	Universities	 Act,	 lectures	 are	
considered	public	and	cannot	therefore	be	included	with	compulsory	study	attainments	in	
continuous	activity.	
	
Compulsory	internship	
A	compulsory	 internship	 involves	the	continuous	assessment	of	how	a	student	performs	
tasks	and	interacts	with	others	in	work-like	conditions.	Internships	may	require	that	the	
student	has	completed	certain	study	attainments.	If	the	internship	involves	working	with	
minors,	the	student	must	present	a	criminal	record	excerpt	before	starting	the	internship.	
For	 compulsory	 internships,	 there	 is	 an	 external	 supervisor	 at	 the	 internship	 site	 and	 a	
teacher	at	Åbo	Akademi	University	who	is	responsible	for	the	internship	period.	Internships	
require	the	student	to	be	present	according	to	the	type	of	activity	being	conducted	in	the	
internship.	 The	 internship	 site	 may	 require	 the	 student	 to	 comply	 with	 the	 rules	 and	
instructions	of	the	internship.		
	

5.3 Assessment	
Assessment	is	based	on	the	learning	objectives	of	the	course.	The	assessment	criteria	state	
what	is	to	be	assessed,	and	they	are	concretised	in	one	or	more	of	the	learning	objectives	
The	assessment	grounds	indicate	how	well	a	student	has	achieved	the	learning	objectives	
according	to	the	grading	scale.	A	student	may	request	information	on	how	the	assessment	
criteria	have	been	applied	to	their	examination	answers.	The	student	also	has	the	right	to	
see	their	examination	answers	and	receive	a	copy	of	them,	unless	there	is	some	justification	
for	not	providing	a	copy.	
	
The	learning	objectives	constitute	the	limit	for	a	passing	grade.	All	learning	objectives	must	
be	approved	for	the	overall	study	attainment	to	be	approved.	
	
A	course	and	a	thesis	are	assessed	on	the	scale	

5	(Excellent)		
4	(Very	good)		
3	(Good)		
2	(Satisfactory)		
1	(Sufficient)	
F	(Failed).	

	
A	partial	study	attainment	can	also	be	assessed	on	a	different	grading	scale.	
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A	 course	 or	 a	 partial	 study	 attainment	may	 be	 assessed	with	 a	 pass	 or	 fail	 grade	 if	 the	
attainment	is	such	that	grading	is	not	meaningful.	The	maturity	examination	and	language	
response	are	assessed	with	a	pass	or	fail	grade.	Knowledge	in	the	second	national	language	
is	graded	on	the	scale	good	or	sufficient		
	
The	assessment	of	a	thesis	for	a	Bachelor's	degree	or	Master's	degree	includes	plagiarism	
check,	 thesis	 evaluation	and	 language	 response.	The	 thesis	 for	 a	Master's	degree	 can	be	
examined	in	parts.		
	
The	 teacher	 responsible	 for	 the	 course	 ensures	 that	 the	 grade	 is	 reported	 as	 soon	 as	
possible,	but	no	later	than	10	working	days	after	the	examination	deadline	if	there	are	fewer	
than	40	students	and	no	later	than	15	working	days	after	the	examination	deadline	if	there	
are	more	than	40	students.	The	results	of	electronic	exams	are	reported	no	later	than	15	
days	 after	 the	 exam.	 For	 examinations	 completed	 between	 1	 June	 and	 31	 August,	 the	
assessment	time	is	set	from	1	September.	
	

5.4 Supplementing	or	improving	a	grade	
A	 student	 has	 the	 right	 to	 ask	 for	 the	 possibility	 to	 supplement	 a	 completed	 study	
attainment	or	a	partial	study	attainment	or	to	improve	a	passing	grade.		
	
A	student	can	ask	for	an	opportunity	to	supplement	a	written	or	oral	assignment.	A	written	
or	 oral	 assignment	 can	 be	 supplemented	 within	 a	 new	 timeframe	 according	 to	 the	
instructions	given	by	the	teacher	responsible	for	the	course.	Supplementing	is	assessed	with	
a	pass	or	fail	grade.	
	
A	student	who	has	passed	an	exam	may	try	to	improve	their	grade,	provided	that	they	still	
have	attempts	left	for	their	right	to	take	an	exam.	A	student	who	has	passed	a	written	or	
oral	 assignment	may	 be	 given	 one	 (1)	 opportunity	 to	 improve	 the	 grade	within	 a	 new	
timeframe.	Re-taking	an	examination	may	only	improve,	not	lower,	the	grade	for	a	partial	
study	attainment/a	completed	study	attainment.		
	
Continuous	 activity	 and	 compulsory	 internships	 cannot	 be	 fully	 supplemented	 by	 other	
types	of	examination	assignments.	It	is	not	possible	to	improve	a	passing	grade.	
	
A	thesis	that	does	not	receive	a	passing	grade	shall	be	returned	to	the	student	for	
reworking	and	further	supervision.	It	is	not	possible	to	improve	a	passing	grade	by	
reworking	the	thesis.	
	

5.5 Transfer	of	credits	
The	 transfer	 of	 credits	means	 that	 a	 student	with	 prior	 knowledge	 can	 complete	 study	
attainments	and	courses	in	ongoing	studies	without	or	with	limited	student	workload	(full	
or	partial	 transfer	 of	 credits).	 The	 aim	 is	 to	prevent	 the	 student	 from	being	 required	 to	
participate	 in	 teaching	 with	 learning	 objectives	 and	 knowledge	 that	 they	 have	 already	
demonstrated	a	command	of.	In	some	cases	it	is	not	possible	to	apply	for	a	transfer	of	credits	
due	to	the	learning	objectives	of	a	given	study	entity	or	course	(e.g.	parts	of	studies	for	a	
required	qualification).	In	such	cases,	this	is	mentioned	in	the	study	entity	description	or	
course	description.	
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A	student	shall	be	given	an	opportunity	to	transfer	knowledge	not	offered	at	Åbo	Akademi	
University	 in	 their	 ongoing	 studies.	 The	 student	 may	 have	 acquired	 the	 knowledge	 in	
another	higher	education	programme,	studies	or	otherwise,	either	before	or	after	admission	
to	their	ongoing	studies.	
	
The	 transfer	of	 credits	may	be	carried	out	at	Åbo	Akademi	University	provided	 that	 the	
following	conditions	are	met:	

1) The	student	must	be	registered	as	present	at	Åbo	Akademi	University	for	degree-
oriented	education,	specialisation	education,	studies	for	a	required	qualification	or	
open	university	education.	An	exchange	student	at	Åbo	Akademi	University	cannot	
request	a	transfer	of	credits	for	the	courses	they	take.		

2) The	transfer	of	credits	is	made	against	the	study	entity	or	course	description	in	force	
at	the	time	the	student	work	was	done	and	at	the	higher	education	institution	where	
it	was	done.	The	assessment	(i.e.	validation)	of	knowledge	must	be	possible	at	Åbo	
Akademi	University.	

3) It	is	not	possible	to	transfer	credits	for	courses	and	prior	learning	included	in	the	
degree	that	are	primarily	qualifying	for	admission	to	the	ongoing	studies.	The	basis	
for	admission	 to	a	study	programme	 leading	 to	a	Master's	degree	 is	a	Bachelor's	
degree	 worth	 180	 credits.	 Courses	 above	 180	 credits	 that	 do	 not	 affect	 the	
admission	decision	may	be	credited.	

4) It	 is	not	possible	 to	replace	a	study	entity	or	course	that	 the	student	has	already	
passed	 for	 their	 ongoing	 studies.	 Exceptions	 can	 be	 made	 if	 the	 content	 of	 the	
completed	 study	 entity	 or	 course	 is	 clearly	 obsolete	 and/or	 a	 transferred	 credit	
would	enhance	the	quality	of	the	ongoing	studies.	It	is	not	possible	to	improve	the	
grade	for	transferred	credits.	

5) The	same	or	similar	course	or	individual	learning	objectives	cannot	be	transferred	
twice	in	the	same	study	programme,	i.e.	the	credits	are	not	registered	twice.	If	there	
is	a	problem	with	doubled	credits,	the	student	shall	take	a	different	course.	

6) The	transfer	of	credits	is	not	possible	if	it	would	mean	exceeding	the	scope	of	the	
degree	 or	 study	 programme.	 However,	 cross-institutional	 or	 exchange	 studies	
completed	 at	 another	 university	 that	 have	 been	 agreed	 upon	 in	 advance	 can	 be	
registered	to	their	full	extent.		

7) Credits	 for	a	 thesis	cannot	be	 transferred	 in	 full	or	 in	part	because	a	 thesis	 for	a	
degree	shall	be	produced	 in	 its	entirety	at	Åbo	Akademi	University.	Credits	 for	a	
thesis	 can	 be	 transferred	 for	 another	 course.	 This	 paragraph	 does	 not	 apply	 to	
transfer	students.	

8) Compulsory	language	proficiency	demonstrated	in	a	previous	degree	does	not	need	
to	be	demonstrated	again.	

9) The	transfer	of	credits	from	upper	secondary	education	may	only	be	approved	if	the	
course	is	specifically	mentioned	in	the	degree	programme’s	educational	programme	
plan	and	the	annual	teaching	plan	as	a	course	offered	in	collaboration	between	a	
higher	education	institution	and	the	upper	secondary	education.	

10) The	 language	 in	which	 students	 have	 received	 their	 school	 education	 cannot	 be	
transferred	 as	 credits	 for	 language	 or	 communication	 courses	 in	 the	 study	
programme.	Prior	schooling	(comprehensive	school	and	upper	secondary	school)	
in	foreign	languages	cannot	be	counted	as	student	work	that	earns	credits.	

	
The	 transfer	of	credits	 for	already	completed	courses	and	demonstrated	knowledge	at	a	
higher	education	level	may	not	account	for	more	than	50%	of	a	degree	completed	at	Åbo	
Akademi	University.	These	limits	do	not	apply	to	transfer	students	–	the	credits	for	courses	
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in	 prior	 education	 is	 fully	 transferred	 to	 Åbo	 Akademi	 University,	 provided	 that	 this	 is	
possible,	taking	into	account	the	degree	structure	and	the	learning	objectives	of	the	degree.		
	
The	 transfer	 of	 credits	 for	 joint	 or	 double	 degrees	 is	 agreed	 separately	 between	 the	
participating	higher	education	institutions.	
	

5.6 Final	assessment	of	study	attainments	and	modules	
The	 final	 assessment	 of	 study	 entities	 and	 modules	 is	 carried	 out	 separately	 for	 the	
Bachelor's	and	Master's	degrees.	The	assessment	of	study	entities	in	teacher	training	may	
include	studies	outside	the	degree,	in	which	case	this	shall	be	clearly	stated.		
	
The	final	assessment	concerns	studies	of	at	least	25	credits	leading	to	a	Bachelor's	degree	
and	of	at	least	20	credits	(module)	leading	to	a	Master's	degree.	The	assessment	is	calculated	
as	a	weighted	average	of	the	credits	included	in	the	unit.	The	thesis	for	a	Master's	degree	is	
not	included	in	the	final	assessment	of	advanced	studies.	
	

5.7 Exemption	from	a	compulsory	knowledge	requirement	
A	student	may	submit	a	request	to	the	Vice-Rector	for	Education	for	an	exemption	from	a	
compulsory	 degree	 requirement	 for	 knowledge,	 including	 knowledge	 of	 languages.	 An	
exemption	 from	 knowledge	 requirements	may	 be	 granted	 in	 full	 or	 in	 part	 if	 there	 are	
compelling	reasons	to	do	so.	The	exemption	is	marked	on	the	degree	certificate.	The	student	
may	request	a	rectification	of	the	decision.	
	

5.8 Lodging	a	rectification	request	
Lodging	a	rectification	request	refers	to	the	right	of	a	student	to	request	a	review	of	 the	
examination	results	within	a	given	period	of	time.	Depending	on	the	matter	in	question,	the	
student	 lodges	 a	 request	 for	 rectification.	 A	 new	 review	 cannot	 lower	 a	 given	 grade	 or	
reduce	the	scope	of	assessed	transferred	credits.	
	
A	student	may	ask	the	teacher	to	rectify	the	assessment	of		

- a	thesis	for	a	Bachelor's	degree	
- a	course	or	partial	study	attainment	
- a	transfer	of	credits	(scope	and/or	grade).	

	
A	student	dissatisfied	with	a	decision	made	in	response	to	the	request	for	rectification	may	
lodge	 a	 written	 appeal	 pertaining	 to	 this	 decision	 with	 the	 Åbo	 Akademi	 University	
Examination	Board.		
	
A	student	may	lodge	a	request	for	rectification	without	the	rectification	procedure	with	the	
Åbo	Akademi	University	Examination	Board	

- admissions	decisions	
- assessment	of	a	thesis	for	a	Master's	degree	
- decisions	on	exemption	from	knowledge	requirements	
- assessment	of	suspected	violations	of	the	responsible	conduct	of	research	
- a	decision	on	the	loss	of	the	right	to	study	
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5.9 Plagiarism	check	
A	teacher	can	use	plagiarism	detection	software	on	written	assignments	and	exam	answers.	
All	 graduate	 theses	undergo	a	plagiarism	check	with	plagiarism	detection	software.	 In	a	
plagiarism	 check,	 an	 emphasis	 is	 placed	 on	 transparency	 and	 the	 principle	 of	 equal	
treatment.	If	plagiarism	detection	software	is	used	in	a	course,	all	students	shall	be	subject	
to	a	plagiarism	check.	In	an	examination	assignment	where	plagiarism	detection	software	
has	not	been	used,	a	teacher	can	submit	an	individual	piece	of	work	if	they	strongly	suspect	
cheating	in	their	own	review	of	the	assignment.	
	

5.10 Suspected	violations	of	the	responsible	conduct	of	research	
A	violation	of	the	responsible	conduct	of	research	in	studies	may	be	misconduct,	negligence,	
and	 incautious	 conduct.	Misconduct	 involves	 a	 conscious	 act,	 i.e.	 fabrication,	 distortion,	
falsification,	plagiarism	and	cheating	on	examination	assignments.	Personnel	are	obligated	
to	report	any	suspected	cheating.	Students	may	also	report	suspected	fraud.	
	
If	a	student	is	found	guilty	of	cheating,	the	course	is	assessed	as	a	fail	and	the	student	is	not	
allowed	to	continue	working	in	this	course	version.	Cheating	on	a	thesis	will	result	in	the	
student	having	 to	do	 a	new	 thesis	 or	 correct	 the	 existing	one.	A	 student	 found	guilty	of	
cheating	shall	be	reported	 to	 the	Rector	 for	a	disciplinary	 investigation	and	 the	Rector’s	
decision	shall	also	be	sent	to	the	student’s	home	university	if	it	is	an	institution	other	than	
Åbo	Akademi	University.	
	
Self-plagiarism	 is	 a	 type	 of	 violation	 of	 the	 responsible	 conduct	 of	 research.	 The	 same	
examination	 answers	 cannot	 be	 used	 in	 multiple	 courses	 at	 Åbo	 Akademi	 University	
without	a	transfer	of	credits	procedure	unless	otherwise	instructed	by	the	teacher.	Parts	of	
a	thesis	for	a	Bachelor's	degree	may	be	used	in	a	thesis	for	a	Master's	degree.	This	requires	
the	correct	citation	of	sources	from	the	previous	work.	
	

6 Other	provisions	

6.1 Degree	certificate	
The	 Head	 of	 Department	 issues	 degree	 certificates.	 Åbo	 Akademi	 University	 issues	
electronic	 degree	 certificates	 in	 Swedish	 and	 English.	 An	 archive	 copy	 of	 an	 electronic	
degree	certificate	is	always	kept	in	electronic	form	at	the	university.		
	
The	 degree	 certificate	 contains	 the	 information	 specified	 in	 the	 Government	 Decree	 on	
University	Degrees.	The	degree	certificate	presents	the	scope	and	assessment	of	parts	of	the	
degree.	In	addition,	the	degree	certificate	also	specifies	under	which	decree	the	degree	has	
been	completed,	 the	scope	of	 the	degree	and	a	definition	of	 the	term	credit.	The	grading	
scales	used	for	the	different	parts	of	the	degree	are	to	be	indicated,	specifying	the	highest	
and	the	lowest	grades.			
	
The	certificate	document	as	a	whole	includes	the	degree	certificate,	a	transcript	of	records	
and	a	Diploma	Supplement		
	
Studies	for	a	required	qualification	included	in	the	scope	of	a	degree	are	recorded	in	the	
degree	certificate.	If	a	study	entity	belonging	to	a	Bachelor's	degree	does	not	entirely	fit	into	
the	degree	structure,	a	final	assessment	can	be	given	in	connection	with	a	Master's	degree	
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or	 in	 a	 separate	 certificate.	 A	 separate	 certificate	 is	 issued	 for	 studies	 for	 a	 required	
qualification	not	included	in	the	scope	of	the	degree.	
	

6.2 Entry	into	force		
This	 Regulation	 enters	 into	 force	 on	 1	 August	 2025	 and	 replaces	 the	 Examination	 and	
Assessment	Instructions	(approved	by	the	Rector	on	26	June	2019).	At	the	same	time,	the	
Rector’s,	Deputy	Rectors’,	Vice-Rectors’	or	Directors’	decisions	on	matters	within	the	scope	
of	this	Regulation,	made	prior	to	the	entry	into	force	of	this	Regulation,	are	hereby	annulled.		
	
This	revised	version	of	 the	Regulation	enters	 into	 force	as	of	 the	date	of	 the	decision	on	
revision.	
	
	


