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1 General regulations for Abo Akademi University

1.1 Statutory basis and area of application

Education at Abo Akademi University is provided in accordance with the Universities Act
(558/2009), Government Decree on University Degrees and Professional Specialisation
Programmes (792/2004, amendments included), Ministry of Education and Culture Decree
on the Specification of Educational Responsibilities (1451/2014, amendments included),
other legislative provisions, and specifications, instructions and agreements of the Ministry
of Education and Culture. In its mission to manage public administration tasks, Abo
Akademi University complies with the Administrative Procedure Act (434/2003). In
addition, as an education provider and employer, Abo Akademi University is covered by
legislation and related regulations specific according to each scientific discipline and field.

This instruction is hierarchically subordinate to the Administrative Instruction and serves
as a supplement to it. Education is also regulated by the Instruction on Ethics and the
Responsible Conduct of Research and other instructions approved by the University Board
of Abo Akademi University. More detailed guidance is given in the Regulation on
Management and Delegation, the Regulation on Operational Management, regulations on
studies, assessment, education as well as doctoral studies, along with procedures, policies
and agreements on educational collaboration.

1.2 Concepts

Abo Akademi University can provide education on the basis of its educational
responsibilities in accordance with the provisions of educational legislation in Finland. The
degrees and studies at Abo Akademi University refer to degree-oriented education and
studies, including academic third-cycle postgraduate degrees (doctoral studies),
specialisation education, contract education, studies for a required qualification, continuing
and lifelong learning, continuing education and open university studies. The distribution of
educational responsibility within Abo Akademi University is laid down in a regulation.

For the purpose of this instruction, the term ‘students’ refers to all persons who have a right
to study in education provided by Abo Akademi University, regardless of the scope and level
of education. When this instruction refers to students with a right to study at the Graduate
School, the term doctoral student is used.

2 Basis for the arrangement of education

2.1 Free education

Education is free of charge except for the exceptions stated in the Universities Act. Abo
Akademi University charges the client a fee for contract education. The Rector decides on
the client fees, annual tuition fees and scholarship programmes, and other fees linked to the
education provided at Abo Akademi University.

2.2 Publicity of teaching

The teaching at Abo Akademi University is public unless it is restricted for a justified reason.

The teaching is not public and the public does not have access to it if
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1) the teaching is arranged by other units than the faculties and the programmes
within them

2) the teaching is arranged in laboratories or other facilities equipped for special
purposes, or outside Abo Akademi University (field courses or exercises or
supervised lessons at Vasa 6vningsskola)

3) teaching presupposes that the participants will prepare for taking part in it, or
teaching can correspond to supervision (group teaching or seminars)

4) teaching has been defined for special reasons as non-public in the curriculum or in
a decision made by the Vice-Rector.

2.3 Quality of education and teaching

Under the Universities Act, universities are to continuously evaluate and develop their
education and undergo regular external evaluation.

Abo Akademi University’s operations are steered by a operational management model that
is based on the principles of quality assurance. Abo Akademi University ensures the
continuous development of education and teaching by means of a systematic planning
structure, identified responsibilities for content and processes, implementation, follow-up
and evaluation as well as forums for development dialogues and personnel training.

In the Instruction on Ethics and the Responsible Conduct of Research, Abo Akademi
University establishes the values of education and the national and international policies
and instructions that are observed. An ethical approach and the responsible conduct of
research are taught in all areas of education. Abo Akademi University’s area-specific
regulations, procedures and policies define the common principles and approaches in
education, teaching and studies.

2.4 Safe study environment

Students at Abo Akademi University have the right to a safe study environment for both
students and staff. This includes being able to study undisturbed, feeling safe on campus
and in virtual study environments, and being accepted as part of an inclusive and open
university community. Abo Akademi University has governing documents for students and
staff on the boundaries of acceptable behaviour in the campus environment, in online
communications, when studies are outsourced off campus and on occasions where they are
representing Abo Akademi University.

2.5 Legal protection of students

Students at Abo Akademi University have the right to equal and fair treatment in education.
Students have the right to receive information about the content and implementation of
education and teaching. After an examination, the student is given an opportunity to find
out how the assessment criteria have been applied and to request a rectification from the
examiner. Students have the right to bring education-related matters for rectification or
investigation before the Abo Akademi University Examination Board. In doctoral studies,
the Examination Board deals with matters relating to study attainments. Investigation and
rectification cases relating to doctoral dissertations and licentiate theses within doctoral
studies are dealt with by the Research Council.
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2.6 Academicyear and terms

At Abo Akademi University, the academic year commences on 1 August and ends on 31 July.
The autumn term starts on 1 August and ends on 31 December. The spring term starts on 1
January and ends on 31 July.

3 Degree requirements at Abo Akademi University

3.1 Education for Bachelor's degrees, Bachelor's and Master's degrees, and
Master's degrees

The degree programmes at Abo Akademi University comprise 300 credits, except in case of
psychology where the scope is 330 credits. Education for Bachelor's degrees comprises 180
credits. Education for a Master's degree comprises 120 credits, except in the case of
psychology where the scope is 150 credits and for international, joint or double master's
programmes where the scope can also be 60 or 90 credits. The Bachelor's degree or
equivalent shall be completed before the Master's degree.

Education for Bachelor's degrees, for Bachelor's and Master's degrees, and for Master's
degrees can be arranged so that it leads to a degree in cooperation with one or more Finnish
or foreign universities

3.2 Objectives for Bachelor's and Master's degrees

Education leading to a Bachelor's degree shall provide students with

1) fundamentals in the studies included in the degree programme and the
prerequisites for following developments in the field

2) the ability to think scientifically and the knowledge and skills required for scientific
work practices

3) the prerequisites for education leading to a Master's degree and for continuous
learning

4) the ability to apply the acquired knowledge in working life

5) sufficient communication and language skills

6) the ability to tie in the United Nations Sustainability Goals with their own education

Education leading to a Master’s degree shall provide students with

1) good knowledge of the advanced studies that belong to the degree programme

2) the ability to apply scientific knowledge and scientific methods

3) the prerequisites to be active in working life as an expert in their field and in a way
that develops the field

4) the skills for further licentiate or doctoral degrees

5) good communication and language skills

6) the ability in their expert role to develop activities based on the United Nations
Sustainability Goals.

The education is based on research and professional practice in the field.
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3.3 Normative duration of studies for Bachelor's and Master's degrees

The normative duration of study is three academic years for Bachelor's degrees and two
academic years for Master's degrees, with the exception of a Master's degree in psychology,
which has a normative duration of two and a half academic years. A Master's degree
comprising 60 or 90 credits taken in international co-operation can be completed in one
academic year or one and a half academic years by a full-time student

The university must arrange the education and study guidance so that a full-time student
will be able to complete their degrees in the prescribed normative time.

The normative duration of study is calculated from the established starting date of the
education, which is specified for each degree programme available for application in the
national platform for joint application. The maximum allowable extension of the normative
duration of study and valid reasons for granting an extension are laid down in the
Universities Act.

3.4 Doctoral studies

Studies for an academic third-cycle postgraduate degree at Abo Akademi University
comprehend doctoral studies which comprise a minimum of 30 credits or a maximum of 40
credits in study attainments and a doctoral dissertation. The Research Council decides on
the number of credits (30 credits or 40 credits). If the licentiate degree is completed prior
to the doctoral degree, the licentiate degree comprises a minimum of 30 credits or a
maximum of 40 credits in study attainments and a licentiate thesis. If the main subject is
changed between a licentiate and a doctoral degree, study attainments comprising 30
credits or 40 credits and a doctoral dissertation must be completed.

Doctoral studies may be arranged together with Finnish universities so that the degree is
conferred by the home university. Doctoral studies can also be arranged in such a way that
the education leads to one or more degrees together with one or more foreign universities.
The education leads to a joint degree (degree certificate only from the home university) or
double degree (degree certificate also from the cooperating universities).

3.5 Doctoral degree

A doctoral student will earn their doctoral degree after they have completed the doctoral
studies, written a doctoral dissertation and defended it in a public defence. If a doctoral
student completes a double degree, which involves degree certificates from multiple
universities, the dissertation must be previewed at Abo Akademi University before the
degree certificates may be awarded.

As a rule, the degree title follows the field of study in which the degree is completed in
accordance with Abo Akademi University’s regulations on fields of study and degrees. I
addition to humanities and natural sciences, a Doctor of Philosophy degree can be
completed in all fields of study at Abo Akademi University. If a doctoral student does not
hold a university degree for prior studies in the main subject (or a study entity equivalent
to a main subject) in which they plan to earn their doctoral degree, the doctoral student may
choose to complete a Doctor of Philosophy degree in the same field of study that the degree
is completed.

Abo Akademi University // Tuomiokirkontori 3, FI-20500 TURKU // Phone: +358 (0)2 215 31 // abo.fi
5



3.6 Normative duration of studies for doctoral degrees

According to the structure of the doctoral programme, the normative duration of studies for
a doctoral degree is three to four years. When a licentiate degree is completed before the
doctoral degree, the normative duration of studies is two years for the licentiate degree and
one to two years for the doctoral degree, depending on the structure of the doctoral
programme.

4 Admission and right to study
4.1 Admission to studies

The University Board decides on the number of students to be admitted to Abo Akademi
University during the annual admissions period. The Vice-Rector for Education decides on
the admissions plan, including which admissions processes will be carried out during the
year.

The eligibility conditions for admission to studies for a university degree are laid down in
the Universities Act. In order to be accepted as a student in Abo Akademi University
Swedish-language degree programmes, the applicant must have sufficient knowledge of
Swedish to study in this language. More detailed provisions on the admission process and
the grounds for admission to studies for a university degree are specified in the Abo
Akademi University admissions plan. Provisions on admission to doctoral studies are laid
down in the Regulation on Doctoral Studies.

A person who wishes to pursue studies at Abo Akademi University without being enrolled
for degree studies or other studies at Abo Akademi University may be admitted as an extra
student to complete an individual course or study entity. The end date for the right to study
is specified in the admissions decision. A student who has a valid study place for a degree
cannot be accepted as an extra student.

Provisions on the admission of students from other Finnish universities and educational
institutions for shorter study periods or studies jointly arranged by several higher
education institutions are laid down in Abo Akademi University’s agreement with the
organisation in question. Provisions on the admission of students from foreign universities
or other foreign student exchanges (guest students) are laid down in the exchange
agreement.

An applicant who is dissatisfied with a decision on admission to studies can request
rectification from the Abo Akademi Examination Board Instructions on how the applicant
can make a request for rectification are given in the admission decision.

4.2 Right to study, enrolment and term registration

Abo Akademi University maintains a registry of students and study attainments for students
with the right to study for a degree or take other studies at the university. The right to study
entitles the student to complete their studies at Abo Akademi University.

A student who has accepted an offered study place receives the right to study and is
registered in the registry of students and study attainments. The student must register as
present or absent for the term, taking into account the restrictions stated in the Universities
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Act and the conditions for enrolment and term registration given by Abo Akademi
University.

4.3 Rights and restrictions linked to the right to study

Based on the dimensioning of support at Abo Akademi University, a student who is
registered as present is entitled to

— information on the structure of the studies, course offerings and course content

— support with the planning of their studies

— participate in the teaching and examinations organised by Abo Akademi University

— supervision

— special arrangements due to functional variations (disabilities)

— use the service Abo Akademi University offers students.

Restrictions on a specific type of right to study are specified in the admissions information.
Restrictions on participation in courses are specified in the course information. Under the
right to study, the rights of a student may be restricted on the basis of the provisions on
disciplinary action laid down in the Universities Act.

A student admitted to a degree programme leading to both a Bachelor's and a Master's
degree has the right to pursue studies at an advanced level before the Bachelor's degree has
been completed. A student may not begin working on their thesis for a Master's degree until
they have completed their Bachelor's degree.

A student who has completed a Master's degree at Abo Akademi University has the right to
supplement their degree free of charge during the current academic year and the two
following academic years by registering as an extra student The corresponding right also
applies to a student whose right to study at Abo Akademi University applies only to a
Bachelor's degree.

A student who has not completed their studies within the normative duration of studies,
including an extension according to the Universities Act, may submit a feasible plan for
completion their studies and degree. After this, the right to study may be extended for a
certain period of time, i.e. extra study time. A fee is charged for processing an application
for extra study time and re-enrolment.

4.4 Loss orrevocation of the right to study

A student who has not registered in accordance with university regulations or completed
their studies within the normative duration of studies, taking into account any extra study
time granted, shall lose their right to study. A student can make a request for rectification
to the Abo Akademi University Examination Board regarding a decision on loss of the right
to study. Instructions on how the applicant can make a request for rectification are given in
the decision on loss of the right to study.

A student’s right to study may be revoked in accordance with applicable provisions in the
Universities Act. A right to study that has been revoked due to impaired health and
functional capacity may be restored if the student can demonstrate that the reason for the
revocation no longer exists.
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4.5 Forfeiture of the right to study

A student may forfeit their right to study with a written notification. A confirmed
notification means that the active right to study, as well as a possible right to study for a
Master's degree and other possible rights to study linked to the primary right to study, cease
from the date of notification. A forfeited right to study means that the person cannot
complete the degree or apply for extra time. A forfeiture notification is binding and final.

A person who forfeits their right to study cannot apply for restoration of their right to study.

In order to resume their studies, the person must be admitted as a new student in the
normal admissions process.

5 Language requirements in education and degrees

5.1 Languages of teaching and examination

Under the Universities Act, the language of teaching and examination at Abo Akademi
University is Swedish. The University may decide that languages other than Swedish may
also be used as the language(s) of teaching and examination and in study attainments.

In international Master's programmes, the language of teaching and examination may not
be Swedish (or Finnish), unless the programme is being offered jointly with a foreign,
Swedish-speaking university. Examinations are taken in the language of the degree
programme. If a programme is taught in several languages, one of them must be defined as
the examination language for the students registered at Abo Akademi University.

5.2 Language use in theses and dissertations

The thesis for a Bachelor's degree is produced in Swedish, Danish or Norwegian. Students
in degree programmes in language subj can produce their thesis for a Bachelor's degree in
the target language if the supervisor deems it appropriate. The Vice-Rector for Education
may decide on exceptions to the use of language in theses for Bachelor's degrees.

Students in a Swedish-language degree programme leading to a Master's degree produce
their theses in Swedish, Danish or Norwegian. At the initiative of the student and with the
permission of the supervisor, the thesis for a Master's degree may be produced in English.
Students in degree programmes in language subj can produce their thesis for a Master's
degree in the target language of the degree programme. The Vice-Rector for Education may
decide on exceptions to the use of language in theses for Master's degrees.

The doctoral dissertation or licentiate thesis is written in Swedish, Danish, Norwegian or
English. The target language may be used in dissertations and theses in Finnish or foreign
languages as well as in the didactics of Finnish or foreign languages. Monographs are subject
to language response. The Vice-Rector for Education may decide on exceptions to the use of
language in doctoral dissertations and licentiate theses.

Students in an international Master’s programme produce the thesis in one of the
programme’s languages.
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5.3 Degree requirements for proficiency in Swedish and Finnish

Degree requirements at Abo Akademi University for demonstrated proficiency in Swedish
and Finnish in Bachelor's and Master's degrees comply with the Government Decree on
University Degrees and the Act on the Knowledge of Languages Required of Personnel in
Public Bodies.

Students who have received their schooling in Swedish in Finland must demonstrate
through their studies that they have achieved excellent proficiency in Swedish and
satisfactory or good written and oral proficiency in Finnish. Students have achieved
excellent proficiency in Swedish when their maturity examination has passed the language
response. Proficiency in Finnish is assessed based on the provisions laid down in the
Government Decree on the Demonstration of Proficiency in the Finnish and Swedish
Languages in the Civil Service.

Students who have received their schooling in Finnish or Sdmi in Finland shall demonstrate
that they have a good oral and written command of Swedish. Proficiency in Swedish is
assessed based on the provisions laid down in the Government Decree on the
Demonstration of Proficiency in the Finnish and Swedish Languages in the Civil Service.

The same provisions that apply for students who received their schooling in Swedish shall
also apply for students who received their schooling in both Swedish and Finnish or Sami.

Language proficiency requirements that are over and above the minimum requirements can
be set when a degree programme is formed or updated.

5.4 Degree requirements for proficiency in foreign languages

Degree requirements for proficiency in foreign languages are based on the Government
Decree on University Degrees. Foreign languages refer to modern languages other than
Swedish, Finnish, Danish and Norwegian as well as Latin.

A student shall demonstrate that they have acquired proficiency in at least one foreign
language, thus enabling them to follow developments in their field and function in an
international environment. Students in a degree programme leading to a Bachelor's degree
and students starting in a Master’s degree programme offered in Swedish who have not
completed a course in a foreign language at a sufficiently high level must complete studies
in a foreign language in accordance with the degree programme structure.

Students in an international Master's programme and degree programmes in foreign
language subj fulfil Abo Akademi University’s degree requirements in foreign language
proficiency by completing the Master's programme in the target language.

Language proficiency requirements that are over and above the minimum requirements can
be set when a degree programme is formed or updated on the basis of the offering provided
by Abo Akademi University itself or in cooperation with external parties.
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5.5 Exceptions to the degree requirements for language proficiency

Exceptions to Abo Akademi University’s degree requirements for proficiency in Swedish,
Finnish and foreign languages apply to students who

— have completed a degree at an educational institution in the Aland Islands

— received their schooling in Finland in a language other than Swedish or Finnish

— completed their schooling abroad.

Students who have completed a degree at an educational institution in the Aland Islands do
not need to demonstrate proficiency in Finnish that is otherwise required to be admitted to
degree programmes and complete a degree at Abo Akademi University. Students who have
completed a degree at an educational institution in the Aland Islands must make a request
with the Vice-Rector for Education for permission to complete their degree without having
to demonstrate proficiency in Finnish.

Students with a schooling language other than Swedish or Finnish or with schooling
completed abroad, and who have demonstrated proficiency in Swedish at least at Level B2
(CEFR) in connection with admission to a degree programme leading to a Bachelor's degree
or to both a Bachelor's and a Master's degree, or to a Master's degree programme offered in
Swedish, do not need to further demonstrate proficiency or complete studies in Swedish in
connection with their studies. If a student has not demonstrated proficiency in Swedish at
least at Level B2 in connection with admission, they must do so in connection with their
studies.

Students with a schooling language other than Swedish or Finnish or with schooling
completed abroad, and who have been admitted to a degree programme leading to a
Bachelor's degree or to both a Bachelor's and a Master's degree, or to a Master’s degree
programme offered in Swedish, do not need to further complete studies in Finnish.

Students with a schooling language other than Swedish or Finnish, or with schooling
completed abroad, who have been admitted to an international Master's programme do not
need to demonstrate proficiency in Swedish, Finnish or foreign languages that are
otherwise required to complete a degree at Abo Akademi University. However, a single
Master’s programme may have set specific language requirements when the programme is
established or updated.

Students who have received their schooling in Swedish, Danish or Norwegian in a Nordic
country other than Finland shall demonstrate their proficiency in a foreign language in
connection with studies for a Bachelor's degree or both a Bachelor's and a Master's degree
or a Master’s degree programme offered Swedish, according to the principles applicable to
students who have received their schooling in Finland in Swedish or Finnish.

5.6 Exemption from the degree requirements for language proficiency

Under special circumstances, the Vice-Rector for Education may fully or partially exempt a
student from the degree requirement for language proficiency. This exemption is
mentioned on the degree certificate.
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6 Other provisions

6.1 Entry into force

This Instruction enters into force on 1 August 2025 and replaces the Instruction on degrees
and studies (approved 13 December 2021, revised 27 August 2024), including annexes, and
the Instructions on Doctoral Studies (approved 12 June 2020, revised 7 November 2024).
Measures necessary for the implementation of this Instruction may be taken before the
Instruction enters into force. The Rector may decide on transitional provisions.
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