
Karolis Zibas, Integration Officer at 
UNHCR Representation for the 
Nordic and Baltic Countries. 
Karolis is leading UNHCR’s 
integration activities in the region 
by strengthening partnerships in 
various integration areas.

The global refugee crisis is a tragic consequence of the
destruction of a local civilization. It marks the existential
suppression of societies, culturally and economically, with
forced migration as their only means of escape. Even where the
survivors find security in refugee camps, they often languish
over many years in conditions of poor accommodation and high
unemployment. Refugees have gained an unfair reputation for
being economic burden, demanding resources from the host
country and making no contribution in return.

The purpose of this online symposium is to show that refugees,
forced into economic inactivity by restrictive local regulations,
have the skills and the determination to bring about their own
recovery. The basis of this recovery is the entrepreneurial spirit
that remains undimmed even in the most trying of
circumstances. The symposium will discuss the drivers of
refugee entrepreneurship and the mechanisms for supporting
them.

For enquires pls. contact Stefan Lång at slang@abo.fi or +358
400784771

Speakers:Refugee Entrepreneurship Research Group 

Karen E. Fisher, Professor at the 
Information School, and Adjunct 
Professor in the Communication 
Department at the University of 
Washington. Design field 
ethnographer with UNHCR Jordan 
Zaatari Camp.

Marianthe Stavridou, is a scientific 
collaborator of the University of 
Applied Sciences Western 
Switzerland (HES-SO). She focuses 
on business ethics, UNSDG, the 
ESG and refugee entrepreneurship.

Date: 18.5.2022 
Time: 12.00-14.00 CET 
Where: ZOOM
How: To receive the 
Zoom link please register 
here: 
https://aboakademi.zoom.us/m
eeting/register/u5MpcuqvrD4jG
NxSTxOTqqYMBlxnnlppIW15
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